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GENDAL ORDERS) 

No. 33 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

W.uBINGTON, DC, 5 Jwrw 1970 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress 
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, net of 9 JUly 1918 and 
act of 2~ July 1963), the :Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intre
pidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by the 
Department of the Army in the name of Congress to : 

Sergeant Allen J. Lynch,. (then Specialist Four), United 
States Army, who distinguished himselfon 15 D~cember 1967 while serving 
as 3 radiotelephone operator with Company D, 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 12th 
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), in Binh Dinh Province, Republic 
of Vietnam. While serving in the forward element on an operation near the 
village of My An (2), his unit became heavily engaged with a. numerically 
superior enemy force. Quickly nnd accurately assessing the situation, Sergeant 
Lynch provided his commander with information which subsequently proved 
essential to the unit's successful actions. Observing three w(Junded comrades 
lying exposed to enemy fire, Sergeant Lynch dashed across fifty meters of open 
ground through a withering hail of enemy fire to administer aid. Reconnoitering 
a nearby trench for 1l. covered position to protect the wounded from intense 
hostile fire, he killed two enemy soldiets at pointblank range. With the trench 
rleared, he unhesitatingly returned to the ·fire·swept area. three times to carry 
the wounded men to safety. When his company was forced to withdraw by the 
superior firepower of the enemy, Sergeant L'!J'TWA remained to aid his comrades 
at the risk of his own life rather than abandon them. Alone, he defended his 
isolated position for two hours against the advancing enemy. Using only his 
rifte and a grenade, he stopped them just short of his trench, killing five. Again 
disregarding his own safety in the face of withering hostile fire, he crossed 
seventy meters of exposed terrain five times to carry his wounded comrades to 
0. more secure area. Once he had assured their comort IUld safety, Sergeant 
LyncA located the counterattacking friendly company to assist in directing 
the attack and evacuating the three casualties. By his conspicuous gallantry at 
the risk of his own life in the highest traditions of the military service, Sergeant 
Lynch has reftected great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry and the United 
States Army. (This award supersedes the Distinguished Servil!e Cross awarded 
to Sergeant Lynch for extraordinary heroism on 15 DeceII!ber 1967, as an
nounced in United States Army, Vi~na.m, General Orders Number 1090, 1969.) 
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By Order of the Secretary of the A.rmy: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major Geneml, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 

W. C. WESTMORELA.ND, 
General, United States Army, 
Ohief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4: requirements. 
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SIXTH ENDORSEMENT on DA Form 038 of 20 October 1968 

From: Command.r in Chief Pacific 
To: Secretary ')( the Army 
Via: Chairman. Joint Chief. of Staff 

Subj: M.edal of Honor; reconun.ndation for Award of, ca •• of 
S.rg.ant All.n 1. LYNCH, USA 

1. R .. ddr •••• d and forwarded concurring in COMUSM.ACV'. 
~·.commendation that tb. Medal of Honor be awarded to Sergeant 
LYNCH. 

Copy to: 
COMUSMACV 

8 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



GPACi·PA Lynch. Allen J. let Ind 
(" May 6'1) 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of Honor 

'\i \U. 
HQ, US Army. Pacific, APO San Franci.co 96558 ~). t~' 

\\11 l-\ \ . 

TO: The Adjutant General, ATTN: AGPB-AB. Department of the 
Ar,ny, Wa.hington, D. C. Z0310 

Recommend approval of award of the Medal of Honor. 

FOR THE CO~MANDER. IN CHIEF: 

1 Incl 
nc 

AB
o 'furnhhed: 

: M US MAC V 
ATTN: MACAG.PD 

, APO i6ZZZ 

MICHAEL S. DAVISON 
Lieutenant General. USA 
Deputy Commander in Chief 
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AVDABR-CO L'nrCH, ALLEN J.. 1st Ind 
(20 October 1963) 

SUBJECT: RecoJlllllendation tor Award "c:MP." 

1lEA.IQUAJrl'ERS, 1ST BRIGADE, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISIC!T (AIRMOBII,E), A.PO 96490 
II Febmary 1969 -

TO: Commanding General, 1st Cav Div (AM), ATTN: AVDAAG-AD, APO 96490 

I!!Sl Recommend approval. 

r7 Recommend disapproval. 

r7 Rel"!'OJI!Illend upgrade to: 

Colonel, Armor 
Coxmnanding 

RQ ~'.AV FL 109 (1st Bde) Revised 1 Oct 68, All Previous Editions are Obsolete 



Sereeant Allen J. l(ynch, Co~ D, 1st Ba.ttalion, 
12th Cavalr;y> perfomed three. aets of exempl.ar.y valor and ~rsanal 
heroism. on 15 Decem86r, 1967 near the VillBB& of IV' An (2), South 
1J.1etDam. His tmi" (Company 1) had been dinned to move to the west 
of t.b.e vi~ and serve aa a blocking force whi.le another unit 
(Caapany C) was to aweap tb%ough the villap froI:l the southeast. 
As D Cccpany, with Sergean~ ~ah's 2ll Platoon hading, moved 
totnml the li!oai tian area it vas to ocou.py , it came lmdar heavy, 
intense automatio weapons and recoilless rifle. tire. Sergeant 
lqnoh, a PlatoOn Radio Telephone. Opemtor, was well.. forwe.rd in the 
platoon tormation and, as a resul,t,. immed:Lately recosnillGd the 
tactical sigDitioance of this heavy the and accurately" and expe 
d.t tiO\.18.Q' reported a description to the ComP8D7 Commander. ft\e 
into1'JlatiOli tmm this report pro'Yided a basis tor both the Com.
~ and the Battallcm t s subsequent> succesatul actions. Ha;vinB 
made this report, Sergeant the moved fo1"W'B:J!d with his Platoon 
Loader, Lieutenant. Southerland. They obse:rved three wolmdad 
aold1ere ~ in an area. exposed to and reciEfrinB enemy fire. 
'l!b.ey I:lOVed to assist these soldio.rs. Lieutenant Southerland was 
struck: and killed by the hea:v;r enemy tire. Undalmted, Sergeant 
~ab. mOYed quickl.T through the :ti1.'& to aid the wounded. He se
lected a nearby trenoh as being the best pl.aoo to move thea and 
m.ovod tha re.oamoi ter it. He fOlmd it oooupied by the enemy and 
killed the occupants a point-blank range. Still tmder fll'e, he 
then returned to the wounded and moved them individuall.y to the 
trench where he tmate.d their wounds and aimu1. taneou.aJ.y singlo 
hand.ec1l7 defended them - killing seveml more enemy both at closo 
mnge and in hand-to-hand oombat. The unit .made several. attempts 
to re&Ch and assist Sergeant Lynch. For 88V'8ml. heurs, Sergeant 
L\ynoh o.cmtimtGd to oa;re. tor the wounded soldi&ra and repuJ.sed 
repeated tmeIII7 efforts to kill or capture him. An inspection or 
the trench QOCupied by Sergeant Lynch arter the fight revealed 
S en~ dead, all ~ them i.li.ther at or within a tew teet ~ 
Sergeant L;ynah' a pgsi tion. 

-ft\e CCB:lp8ll3" and the Battalion oontinued to pound the enemy def'en
at'" poaitiOJ18 with artillery, helicopter rocket ~ olose a.:f.r 
supparl fir .. proir to launo.b.inB an asaanl t. Sergeant recosni~ 
the significance of this fire and poaitianed the wOlmded in tha 
trench so as to better protect then. Wh.il.e doing eo, he once 
aga.i.n repea.tedly expoaed h1l:1aelt to both the enemy and the high 
volucn ot friendely tires. When the pr9p&1':atory friendly tires 
ahittod prior to the assa.ult, he carried tho VO\D1ded men one at 
a time towtlltd. friendly positions, making three tripe across 75 
meters of tire-awept area to a more secure position. He then 
moved to Il8et the advanoing ftr1en~ forces and led them to the 
looation or the WOlmded men. He then joined the attacking torce. 
Hia actions resulted in saving. the livea or three wounde.d soldiers 
and the death or at least 10 enemy soldiers. Additionally, his 
early, rapid and accura.te assessment or the en8l'lJ\Y si tua tion 
enabled the Battalion to succes~ destroy most or the enemy 
22]) IVA ReB1ment. 

~./Jani7 e1 W. J'rench 
I t DANIEL VI. FRENCH 

14'C, Armor 
Command.tng 
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ori 15 D;;!cember 1961 near tho village of 1~.\Y An (2) in the Republic 
of Vietnam, ~ergeant Allen J. ~nch distinguish~d himself while in 
contact with a hostile force, bj action above and b~ond the c~ll of 
du~. The Com~ had the mission of satting up a blockirig force but 
received word that one of the other cOlapanies w;;!ra in heaVy contact. 
We moved toward the villagP.. .almost. 1mmediat'lq wa beSLn receiving 
sniper and automatic weapons fire. The point plutoon took the 
majori~ of the casualties inflicted ~the withering e~ fire. 
Sgt Iqnch was serving as radio telephone· opecator for the sacom 
pl,.toon when he saw three of his comrades full about 50 meters to 

. his front. Dropping his mdio ,.nd showing total disregolrd for his own 
sefe~ and life he dashed acroas the 50 meters of open ground to aid 
his ful.i..an cOJllI."bdes. Upon reaching the wvunded men he pulled them in 
a trench the .. maJlG'" was occupying, thus getting them out of the enemy 
fire. Sgt IQnch aided and comfort..,d tho wOWlied as bast ba could. 
Saverl1l attefupts were made by the enell\Y to eliminate this c~geoU8 
group of man but Sgt Iqnchs accurate rifle fire rupelled 'those at
tompts am resulted in three en811\Y kL... Aerial .l{ock<3t .a.rtillazy and. 
air a tri . es wer~ called in to a ilence the enell\Y, IIlI:iny of them f' aIling 
onJ..y 100 meters from. Sgt ~nch and his comrudes. After tbe air strikes 
had ceased Sgt lq"nch began to pull each IDtin to a safe position. Af-cer 
ensuring the men would be all right he returnad. to tile Comptt.n;y where' 
he obtui~d vcluntuers to h;;!lp bring the wounded buok to th~ .ovacUation 
area. Sergeant Allen J. Iqnchs gallantry and intrepidi ~ at the risk 
of his life abova and bey-om the cull of du~ I:lre in keeping 'With the 
highest trdditions of tho militar,y 'service and rafleot~l:it credit. 
upun hilils·)lf f his unit, &nd tbe United Stute3 Ar7ill!J 1'/JJJ//JjJ}}jj 
1/// / / / / / / 1// II / //1/ !J1Jj/ / 1 /~~ 9t:)~TATEMSNT .1ILl[Uf/111l[fll. ___ ~ . . 

\ \ \ ~ ~\ .. ' \\ ' .. .. ,.,;~ ~. ~""'\. 
DON.LD A~ o.ru:;na 
CAPT.tt.llf IN... AltTRY 
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'. 
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On 15 December 1967 near the villt.;.ge of z.w Jl.n (2) in the Republic 
of Vietnam Sergeant Allen J. lqnch tdstingui.3hed him3elf while in Cuu-
tact with un armod ene~ force, by action abuve and b~ond the call of 
dut,J. On thi3 date tho Cum~~ had the mission uf setting up & blocking 
force on the svuth of the villuga. ¥/a r'3cS!ivod word tl:w.t <..ne of the 
cOr.lpnniee participating ;'n this mission wure ~n heavy cvntc.ct. we J.eft 
our posit1vn end moved t<.iward the vHlagp.. ":"lmvst ll!ru.ediat<:lJ,y w':! h()f,~n 
receiving sniper end aut",I:U:1 tic WIlI:1J?0ns fire. Tha puini:;~lr);';'C:lt J~,f the 
Compal\Y t;:Je ... k the brunt vf th~ withGL':i.r.,-5 ti:t'e, sl.:.ff,:.rj.n6 sov:>'I.'~,l c. s;\.<llties. 
~ergeant Iqnoh was sarvL-"g AS ."!:"'..:tdic "l:olepr::.,ne '-'.(1crat'.;..:.- fv~ 'lis 'pl'.i t'"vno 
The fire began tu i11CrOE.t~e~ p!.nnfng dvwn the point pluti.,V.i.1~" ~e:r.gea!"lt 

lqnch saw three of his c,.orc-dos fn11 abuut 50 meters I;:f'tlay :",!Yt d.i;J.shod. 
;;:,oross tho open a.:.-;;a to tho trGnch Ene the (mecy was vcc'.lpying. ~hG~ 

with total disregard flJr his Q'tln safety he left the trench tv pun each 
(Jf his c':Iar.:des into tho +.ronch a'1d safGtty. H;3 edmi:listC'::~:d f,~.c·rt [;;J..d 
and comtcrtod the mon aR beet he ci,u1d. 1\.11 u ttanpt9 t., roach h:t:o' b· ,d 
failed because .... f thu in"":Elns11;y c.;f the ens.I:\Y fireo ~gt 4'mh t':',,3:1 f ... u~:nt 
va11'lntl.y tv savli his cv.cn.'8ues by killing three ;::;f th~ en!t:'\y who had 0. t
tet:i.ptad to sliminata his positic.n. Air strikes end areiu1 rucket ;,J:tLl.:ny 
were then called in, ma~ of the m1Dis hitting 0nly 100 meters .frc4l h'U') , 
poei tiun. After the air strikas had ceased, ~gt lQnch pullod the man 
back tc a st1fe posi tien near the Compuny. Near e7.haustion am (),rer CvrlO 

by amotion, Sgt ~nch dashed to tha Ccmpany to get stretchers for the 
ow. unded sl,ldie ..... "8 and then returned with the volunt.-;ers tc h91p brir.lg the 
. wounded back; Sersoant;-A.t"l"an3 .~IJCIh~d.l::ntt:Q ax:td :tntr±p±d:it;ra~ tb, --" ,-._' " 
risk uf his life above an.::. beycnd the ct.ll of duty are in keeping !lith 
the h18hest tradi til.iDS of the military servioe and L'efldct great cre1,i, t 
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On 15 Docember 1967 while sarving with Delta CumpsI\Y t 1st Battali<.;.n 
12th Cavalry', Sergeant Allen J. Iqnch distinguished him.s~lf when tho 
C01!lp8I\1 cume under heavy eneJIW' fire. Sgt Jqnch, radio teleph ... ne opera
tor for his plato~n, was with the p~int element. when they CNBS under 
fire. the point element was pinned down far ahean "f the rest of the 
Compan.r. .&s I3DeJ:\V' fire increaBtJd there were casu.al ties taken. When 
Sgt Iqnch sa.w three of his COIJrl;dto:lS fall abuut 50 ceters ::.way he daShed 
thr:..ugh <:pen terruin to give aid to the 1.4' • .mcled cen. AS the fightin8 
c(·ntinued flOSt of the pvint element was able t(.l pull baok. ~gt lqnch 
chose to stay and ~ive all ouch Ida am comfort to the w .... UDied as pos.;ible. 
'!'he eneI:l1' fire Hsa1n in.reaeed tl.1Xl the Co.cpaz\y was told. to pull back. 
Still Sgt Iqnch chose to sts,y and try ttM get the wuunded out.· 4f:tar 
the CUlJphlV' had pulled back IDllllervUS aU' strikes we.re called in. Also 
there waS a cl..ntinu.ous artillery b\,;·mbaruuent •. After tl.bc.ut thr~e hours 
of this all hope was about abl;nUun fer Sgt Iqnch am his wvundcd oUJUradss • 
.As u s~arch party was or(9:tniz~d Sgt lunch cues walking into t;.le periueter. 
Sgt lunch, without regard. to his own life "r safe ty, had stayed deep in 
enel:\Y t<lrritl'ry und .~ndured hardship unknIJwn to nost L.len. He had given 
as nuch aid am cvuf' ... rt li.S possible to the wl .... uDJ.ed. Even though ex-
haust ~ tlnd over c' :oe by omotion, Sgt lq"nch bad carried the w\.'uDied 
back frun the dt.nger orea. The WLUruerl. were rec ... vered and Clb.ke it 
slright thanks to th~ bravdry of Sgt Iqnch. 11an3' tll19S during the day 
::>gt Iqnch had rislrr.ed his lifo fl.lr others. His gall.antxy uw bravl:lry 
r3fluct great credit upon hioself, his unit, und the United Stat.as ArrJ¥.I/ 
IIII III III II 1/1111 II IIIII /FlND 01.
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SGT :&':'m:r D. BH!l',wER 

. Co D; 1/12th Cay 
. ;. Squad Leader 
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STA'i'EMENT ................ _ .... ---

On 15 Dec~ber 1967 while serving 8S his pl~toun rRd~o telepnond 
operator .;;ergeant .Allen J. Iqnch without rtitghrd for his own sufev 
ran acroas un open area of fifty mtttera, while under heavy enemy fire 
to aid threa of his wounded cOlIlrudea. Aft~r reaching the wuundad, and 
all attempts to ra,.cb bim. and the wo,m:led failed, dgt 16nch chose to 
stay with his comrades. Several Lore attempts ware made to reach him 
but all failed. The CampalV"' Commander ordered him to pull back but he 
refused. The Compan,y pulled back, age.in Sgt lQ"ncb choose to stay until 
tho wounded were !jt3d ~aced. Sgt l¥nch 8 ta3'ed \1 i th tham for three hours 
during which time numerous air atrik,;s E...nd artillery barra~s werIJ called 
in, 1IlRl\Y of them f.,1l1ng o~ 100 meters from ::;gt lQ"nch's position. Wbile 
with his comrades Sgt lQ"nch fought u ona man b~ttle rusulting in three enemy 
KIA. ··ihen the $lir atrikes were ovor, Sgt ltrnch carri~d tbtl itoundad men as 
far as he could, und then mad9 way to the Comp . .qy to get help in bringing 
tha wound\ld back in. ;;;gt Allan J. Iqnch' s actiollS are in ke·.;: ping wi tb thtit 
highl:3st trndi tiona of the mili tury service and reflect gre;.;. t c~i t upon' 

Il/ii/5i IIJi /lJi ii llii I iii 11/;::-u~~;:~~fI//; If! 
,~L,/ AU ) 

4~ea?rl-l:: .~yr.~ 
11'1I1':"L.l-l E. GV.LtGEi,) ,:~. 
SGT S5 Co D, 1/12th Cay 

{~~f:n®~2.fl~~~~~ ... ~~_lL ~~ 
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STATSlrlBB'T 
-------~- -

- in~{\ \m~~ ®~L~ 
Sergeant Allen J. lq'nch, radio telephune (,per1:~~~~~~~~:~";"---

plat .... c.:n, CI,£lpanv D, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalr;y ehol aa c"urage, 
l·yalty, and davc.ti<..n to duty. 'un Docamber 15, 1967 the C..,QpaI\Y 'WelS 

m:JVing into the villagtf of IV An (2) when we started receiving heavy 
sniper fire. The point plat(;Un t<"vk the majcrit;.y vf the c~sualties. 
Sgt lqnch sp.ei.ng thr',e ot his w0unied ccmrades tall, went tt; their 
aid iwAdd1ate~. Without regard tor his cwn S~t9~, he dashed acruea 
an ';pen area and pulled .3l:l.ch man tv the safe~ c:..t a near by trench. 
He adoinistored. first aid tl..· the ,« .... u.nded men ani tried to c"mtort thtolfa 
the best he c""uld. Attempts were made by the e~ several times to 
reach this cvurageous gruup vt s(:·kiers. !a\1ch time they were beat utt 
by Sgt lqnch's accurate tire. Several uttet.ipts wera JDiiue to rescue 
Sgt lqnch and thtii w"u.n:ied but tuiltiid because .:.It thll intensi~ at eneLJ.Y 
tire. Finally the Ccm.pb.~ had tc pull back •. , .air strike$ were cCilled 
in and artillery pouDdt.>d the area 100 meters t.rvm whe.ce Sgt 18nch and 
his wuurr..ed cc.:nr .... des lay. After tha .... ir strikes ann art1l1dry Cdo.SUQ., 

Sgt lcYcch mude s~ven.l trips and helpet.l. the w .. ..mu.ed. LIen tu a sater 
p.si tion~ He then returIWd to the Cvmpan;, til get htjlp t ... br1n8 tho 
w.unded men the lest ttlW oetors. Sgt Iqnch then returned with these 
men to bring the '«vu..nded back. :.>orgeant .tl.ll~n J. Ienchs c0urage and 
deve tion to du V rut lec t "eat cred.! t upcn hiDSd lf, his un! t, aDd the 
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~ecw:t .Lynch goes to tbeo aieL of . 
hia wounded comradNk 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE 011L l 
_ . '~:~1!: em' :mcaljizt!Dl:.·:IO:: ~'On AUA.l:1D (1!J 'J.~ ;::.:n,:,~, or nOlron: 

&ty Cst .~.t Jet.i.OJl: n.r.di()ootale::boD8 o:;)erotcr, Specialist Four, D.!:! • .l.r.J:;;. 

~AA14OB a~ 'Mme oJ. Ag!:I;.g,g,: C'c:Ir.;.-e,n:r D, 1st :;Q;t.tr1ion (Li:rmob:":..'.e) i-12th , 
Javal.r.7, lut JavaJr::' Division .'Jiirtlobi2e). 

Lr. Loro:']' J. J,:ynch (:"'o.ther) 

0a!'ta1u ~ !... Orsini ~ DiDtinguishec1 ;Jervice i;roSS 
lilt Joy 3. Sou:tberJ.am1 - Ji.:'.ver tJ'tQr bosthumous) 
Sergeant ~'ri' l.'.OJl::';. Gorges .. ,~ilver S'kr 
Ser","EWlt 3udol:;>h H. ;;?ord - S!2ver Star 

~tiOnB }l1¥1er j~ca apt 1l!£forped: 

Location: ltr.An (2), Di:lh Di41h !'rovince, Republic of Vietnam. 

Date: 1; DeCGlil1ler 1~67 

~erra1n: Large villaae BUr:l"O\Uldad by rice padL!ioe arid amall, ntUl8rOua, 
heavi~ groUll l1.e~eroua restri~t1n3 visibilitY' ~ider;:,!:U.y. 

~leather: Cleer and 'Wal'lll. 

1:n~ :;:::~'Uationt 1]n~ f'oroe o::ceede Q, Dctta1i.on in size. TIe is lIell 
o¢~~:*l. uith l1eco:i.llesaR:Ltloa, llgllt end l1eav,r.mc..chl.ne zu,na, and tlJj1M\lD-i tion. 
~.!:J ~,os1 t~,on 10 caretul.!:' chosen o:u:l hoav'_~ !"ort~iee. Intent seetl8 to :,0 to 
110::'OllC :n ~lQ.ce. 2l1ar..w morc.1e ia axtr8llle.'!.y high. 

F:-:'anC.1;" ~tuation: ::Ora!.e!!!~ :tollou103 brief' stand doun. ,~eme:!.y 
under 3trcD{.Jth (C5 inf'antr;'tl8n). .' , ' 

Soraeant :"':5 (~ SP4) Allen J. !.j11ch, 'United ·$"'';c.tes' AI'!J,y, distiDc~8hed 
llimcelf by ooD.£ll)iauous r:.'Bllantry and intrEr~;id1t7 at the r:"o1:: of ~.!£e atxi'nl and 
beyond the ooJ..:'l. ot dutY' in action esa.:..nu·;'; .:. hostile force in "~e ~lJtlblic of Vietnam 
uh!1e 3O."'Y'....n& us a JaC!0 '"i.'elop.llone, Operc/cor t:ith Oou.:~ D, :"ot I::1:, ~2t;J Caw.J.r:r, 
l:Jt Cava:!.ry Division (A:!mob!le). CotliJ81'l;" D,. a:.::.:oach:ill€; the oi:>joctive frotl tho 
3out!ltf98:t, \las Sllg~d b:' en ~ torco conEliotillg of elflil8ll.ts of the 22c1 i,"":JA 
:1.eg:!ll1ent at BPl'ro.xiuately 12145 hours., The ~ had streng"~ in e::roeso of a bc.t .. 
tallon, DJld U3.8 :!.n!t1I:1.1J.y o.ble to 'one;uge tho Olltirety or ~atIY D and maintain 
i'ire tI\l"~rit7. A nucber of l~~ caBUa1tios l10re taken llnedic:l.tc1y. Hith 
the fOl"'!·mrd olQ1'i1e1lts of the ~ Sc;t Allen J. !.!fIloh, ns. O. :::'or' the seca1IId pla
toon, observvd'threo l-lOunded COUJ:t"t;'I.dos l10ll tonmrd o:? the f'ri~ lines. neal
izing t!leir noed tor assistance, he' e.."q.>Osedhimselt to ~ ~':.re and dash81! ncrosB .. 
50 motors ot 011011 ground to their aid. ,!gDo~....ng intense 8Jl8mT f'ire, he mveC. to a 
r.o(,.l"bzr 'tronCh. ~':hld-4Jll the tronob ,'onam;y occupied, he used his : .... 16 ri.f'l.o to 81-
lQ;lCO tho !JC)siti= by Jd'Jin8 tt-lO ~ BoJ..c1:!.orS. Retun:l1ng to the t:JOUndod, ho 
lJOwd each one of' them to the CO'V8Z' of the enEIl1J.f :x>sition he had. just cleart'd. 
Sgt L.,"'IICh pl'Ooeoded to fP. va aid ODd oomtort to b!.a three waundod comrados, ~)aus-
i.r!a on " DUmber or OO~ODS to repulso ~ attacke on h!s pOe! tion. In the 
:')1"OOOSO, he killed at lout. five enam;y soldiora. Dur1Dg tho tollot-1ine tbreo hours 
tl1o.t Jcmq~ D rorw:ined 1n oontaot '\-71th tho e.t18IIr;.1, n'tlJllC)J;"OWl attemnta '\101"0 ttl&! ~ 
relieve the bele~ !JO,d:t1cm. Due to tho st.ron.....~h of' the ~ lJOsitione sur
rouncHuc- 3st ~ and'll1a comraeoe, all Qtteopta failed, nth tb.e ~ l1gnn4~~ 
o:!.:;ht ~ l:--""'ng ono of tho nombors ot the re1!ef o!oroes 1.n. adc.ition to disab.li.nc 
ODe ..lrDored :erscmnel Oarrier td.th recoilleoe r..:.f'lo firo •. Over three ho\Jra attar 
the action had !)e~, J~LII\r D WIU1 forced to uithd:rcl1, c.bmdon:i.Ilg Ggt. L.,T.Uch anct 
hiu o01ll.'l"ados in tllO filickrt ot the ontIIQ'. In the folJ.ot~ tva hour lJEl.I.-iod, Set 
L.,."'111Oh contilmeC! to Cetenc1 hi~ atnU :;Osition ago'; not rO:1EIated ~ o.tt01l1ptll to 
dioloeu"'EI hiJ:1. He 1"OllO.!.1aC: all stt-.al:ers u:' tb. ·;me deapore:'.:.e but flCO'Ura.to fire ot 
:nO] J""dlo, talc:1.De a i"U.-ther w::!J. ,of ~ killod end llOl.U1dod. :en the t ... 10 hour ner
iod ·~med1nto.l:' £ollouing ·~o l11thdrm~ or ~ D, tlle contc.ct area. tms sa~ 
uro.ted b7 ~01"1' e,nd a!.r at.rikes. ' UllO:l tho friO!ldl;r air Ot.r-.:JcOd onaee, 3gt 

'L.,."'IlC!l, uith cc:arJ.ete c!!sreO'U'd :ror b.iB O'Ull saf'ot;r, llt..."'Uin o..~Dod h1:Jsolf to tho 
CJlU1!t'" tiN ~ oc.t"1"S t:.o ~!t. uo\lZlded ~ to ",cover., ,_ ~ distanco to ~ rolat:. vcly 

'" .... ;'1 0 (Jlf'H~1 r L: ... T I I.~ k (. ~ :\; • , ';. .' 
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~8p&\1 ~~ION 

SERGEANT LYNCH DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY ·CONSPICUOUS GAllANTRY AND INTREPIDITY AT 

THE RISK OF LIFE ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY ON 15 DECEMBER 1967 -WHILE 

SERVING AS A RADIO TELEPHONE O~ERATOR WITH COMPANY D, 1ST BATTAUON (AIRMOBILE), 

12TH CAV~Y" 1ST CAVAlRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE), IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 

rlHlLE SERVING IN THE FORWARD ELEMENT ON AN OPERATION IN BINH DINH PROVINCE, HIS 

UNIT BB;AME HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH A NUMERICALLY SUPERIOR ENEMY FORCE. QUICKLY AND 

ACCURATELY ASSESSING THE SITUATION, HE PROVIDED THE COMPANY COMMAt.'iDER WITH INFORMATION 
, 

WHICH SUBS~UENTLY PROVED ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESSFUL ACTION BY THE UNIT e' UPOjJ OBSERVING 

THREE WOUNDED COMRADES LYING EXPCBED TO ENEMY FIRE" SERGEANT LYNCH DASHED ACROSS 

FIFTY METERS OF OPEN GROUND THROUGH A WITHERING HAIL OF ENEMY FIRE TO ADMINISTER AlD. 

BECAUSE OF THE INTENSITY OF THE HOSl'ILE FIRE" HE RAN TO A NEARBY TRENCH \-lrUCH HE 

INTENDED TO USE AS COVER FOR HIS COMRADES Bur FOUND IT OCCUPIED BY TWO ENEMY SOLDIERS J 

WHOM HE PROMPTLY ELIMINATED WITH HIS RIFLE. WITH THE TRENCH CLEARED" HE RETURNED 
. : 

TO THE EXPOSED AREA AND THREE TI}0{E5 BRAVED THE DEVASTATING HAIL OF ENDfY FIRE "TO CAR!iY 

THE WOUNDED MEN TO THE .SAFETY OF THE TRENCH. AS THE COMPANY WITHDREW BEFORE THE 

SUPERIOR FIREPOWER. OF THE ENEMY, SERGEANT LYNCH REMAINED FORWARD AMONG THE A TrACKING 

ENEMY AND CONTINUED TO ADMItp:S'I'ER AID TO THE WOUNDED RATHER THAN ABANDON THEM AS HIS 

COMPANY COMMANDER HAD ClmmED. WITH REINFffiCEMENTS, INCWDING AN ARMORED PERSONNEL 

CARRIER" UNABLE TO REACH HIM, HE WAS FORCED TO DEFEND ms ISOLATED POSITION AGAINST 

THE ADVANCING ENEMY ALONE. ON ONE OCCASION, USING ONLY HIS RIFLE AND A GRENADE, HE 

STOFPED THEIR ADVANCE JUST SHCRT OF HIS TRENCH, KILLING FIVE ENEMY SOLDIERS. BECAUSE 

OF Hl5 DEl'ERMINED RESISTANCE, WHICH AT TIMES IlIlVOLVED HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT, HE viAS 

ABLE TO HOlD HIS POSITION SINGLE-HANDEDLY FOR THREE HOURS UNl'IL FRIENDLY FORCES' 

BEGAN ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES PREPARATORY TO A COUNTERATr ACK. REALIZING THE IN

CREASED DANGER TO HIS COMRADES FROM THIS FRIENDLY FIRE, HE POSITIONED THEM CAREFULLY . -

WITHIN THE TRENCH. WHEN THE ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES ENDED 'IWO HOURS, IATER" SERGEANT 
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fOR OFFICIAL USE 
LYNCH, DISREGARDING HIS OWN SAFETY, AGAIN EXPOOED HIMSELF TO THE ENEMY FIRE WHILE 

FIVE TIMES CHOSSIt«} SEVENTY MEl'ERS OF EXPOSED TERRAIN TO CARRY HIS WOUNDED COMRADES 

'ro A MatE SECURE AREA. ONCE HE HAD SEEN TO THE WOUNDED MEN'S COMFORT AND SAFETY, 

HE AGAIN EXPOSED HIMSELF TO THE HOSTILE FIRE TO IDCATE THE WITHDRAWN FRIENDLY COMPANY. 

AFTER REJOINING HIS UNIT, HE RETURNED TO THE FRONT AID ASSISTED IN DIRECTING THE 

ATrACK AND EVACUATING THE THREE CASUALTIES. S:rRGEANT LYNCH'S GALLANTRY IN THE 

FACE OF IMMINENT DANCER AND PERSEVERENCE ON THE BEHALF OF HIS WOUNDED COMRADES WERE 

IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHESr. TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND,REFIECT GREAT 

CREDIT UPON HIMSELF, HIS UNIT All) THE UNITED STATES ARMY. 

.-, 
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FOR qFFICIAL USE O~~~ --. 
secure area vas .approz:1matel,. IUJftZlV meters. Th!nkiDI oDl1' or. the welfare 
of bio CClII1'ad. .. , Sat Ipob traversed this dancerous terrain O.D three aeparate 
ocoG81oDs to aoocapllah bia "f'Ol'UDtar1 mSlion. OBce be bad ... to the wounded 
men'a oomtort SlId seOUl"1ty, Sat LJDCh qBiD exposed bimaeU to the hostUe fire 
to locate the vithdrawn ~·D. After re.101.Ding his oCllp8V, he wet to 
the b-ont once more aDd aBaistecl in the d1reotion. of the attack aDd the e
vacuation of hie three wo\1llded comrades. Sgt. Lynch. 8 se.lla:atr;y in the face of 
death cd pel'se"fVence on behalf' of his lfOUDded. comrades was aD :1Dspiration to 
all 00D0erned aDd i8 in keeping ,,11th the highest· tra41 UOWJ of the ~ll tarr 
service. His actions briDe great credit upon h1mselt, his \Ddt, aDd the 

. United .3tatea ArIq. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam 

APO San Francisco 96375 

GENERA L ORDERS 
NUMBER 1090 

3 1 Ma rc h 1 96 9 

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is a.nnounced. 

LYNCH, ALLEN J SSAN NVAL SERGEANT United 
States Army, Company D, 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 12th Cavalry, 
1st Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), APO 96490 
Awarded: Distinguished Service Cross 
Date action: 15 December 1967 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For extraordinary heroism in connection with military oper

ations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the 
Republic of Vietnam: Sergeant Lynch distinguished himself 
by exceptionally valorous actions on 15 December 1967 while 
serving as a telephone operator with the lead platoon of his 
company during a mission in Binh Dinh Province. When con
tact was made with a numerically superior North Vietnamese 
Army force, Sergeant Lynch quickly radioed vital informa
tion to his company commander and moved forward with his 
platoon leader'. They spotted three wounded comrades lying 
exposed to the enemy fusillade and advanced to re scue them. 
but the platoon leader was killed by the intense hostile fire. 
Sergeant Lynch dec ided to bring the wounded men to the safety 
of a nearby trench and, finding it occupied by two North Viet
name se soldiers, killed them both with a burst of rifle fire. 
He then carried the casua ltie s to the trench. mak ing three 
trips through a hail of bullets. As his company withdrew 
before the communists! superior fire power, Se rgeant Lynch 
remained among the attacking enemy, administering aid to 
his comrade s and killing five more North Vietname se who 
assaulted his position. When artillery and air strikes ended 
several hours later, he went five times across seventy me
ters of exposed terrain to carry the casualties to a more 
secure area. Afte r locating his company, he returned with 
voluntee rs and stretche rs, succe ssfully extracting the three 
injured men. Sergeant Lynch's extraordinary heroism and 
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highe st traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself. 
his unit, and the United States Army. 



GENERAL ORDERS NUMBER 1090, dated 31 March 1969, DA, 
H~adquartc rs, United States Army Vietnam. APO San Francisco 
96375 (Cont) 

Authority: By direction of the President, under the provisions of the 
Act of Congres s, approved 25 July 1963. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

ED V. HENDREN, JR. 
Colonel, AGC 
Adjutant Gene ra 1 

DISTRIBUTION: 
5 - Each unit concerned 
2 - AVHGA 
1 - AVHIG 
1 - AVHIO 
1 - AVHAG-A 
1 - AVHAG-AR 

30 - AVHAG-PD 
6 - CINCUSARPAC 
1 - II Field Force Vietnam 

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION: 

LEO B. JONES 
Major Gene ra 1. US Army 
Chief of Staff 

I • 

2 - USA Pers Svc Support Center, 
ATTN: AGPE-F. Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, Indiana 46249 

1 - TAGO, DA ATTN: AGPB-A 



DISPOSITION FORM r'-· -. 
[ 

(AR Uo-U) 

REFERENCE OR·OfFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT 

MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award 

XiI{ THRU·, .. .,.. ......... , tJ~~' FROM AG DATE CMT 1 

TO CofS· MAJ Vinton/gmm/2274 

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACV on the forwarding indorsement at 
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B. 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor to Sergeant 
Allen .:r. Lynch, RAI6812051, United States Army. 

b. The recommendation has been reviewed by the Awards and Decorations Board, 
this headquarters, and the proposed indorsement is in accord with the recom
mendation of the Board, which was concurred in by the ACofS, Jl (Tab C). 

c. The recommendations of interveningheaciquarters are as follows: 

CO, 1st Bde, 1st Cay Div (Airmobile) 
CG, 1st Cay Div (Airmobile) 
CG, IlFFV 
Deputy CG, USARV 

MH 
MH 
MH 
MH 

d. The Deputy Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam has approved 
the Distinguished Seryice Cross as an interim award. 

3. RECOMMENDATION. That indorsement at Tab A be signed by COMUSMACV and 
correspondence returned to this office for dispatch. 

3 Incl 
as 

GrOt.: ... I)S~· 
T. B. MANCINELLI 
LTC, USA 
Adjutant General 

r " ~ .. ,. __ . __ .. __ .. 

REPLACES DD FORM N. EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WILL BE 
ISSUED AND USED UNTIL 1 FEB 63 U.NLaS SOONER EXHAUSTED. u.s. GOY ..... IIT •• ,IIT'." O'''CI, IHl 0-707-1111 




